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divine nature as well as the human dignity of Adonis.   The
story  of  Pygmalion   points   to   a   ceremony of a  sacred
marriage in which the king wedded the image of Aphrodite
or rather of Astarte.    If that was so, the tale was in a sense
true, not of a single man only, but of a whole series of men,
and it would be all the more likely to be told of Pygmalion
if that was a common name of Semitic kings in general,
and of Cyprian   kings in  particular.      Pygmalion,   at all
events, is known as the name of the famous king of Tyre
from whom his sister Dido fled ;*   and a king of Citium
and Idalium in Cyprus, who reigned in the time of Alex-
ander the Great, was also called Pygmalion, or rather Pumi-
yathon,'the Phoenician name which the Greeks corrupted
into Pygmalion.2     Further,  it  deserves  to  be noted that
the names Pygmalion and Astarte occur together in a Punic
inscription on a gold medallion which was found in a grave
at Carthage ;   the characters of the inscription are of the
earliest type.8    As the custom of religious prostitution at
Paphos is said to have been founded by King Cinyras and
observed by his daughters,4 we may surmise that the kings
of Paphos played the part of the divine bridegroom in a
less innocent rite than the form of marriage with a statue;
in fact, that at certain festivals each of them had to mate
with one or more of the sacred harlots of the temple, who
played Astarte to his Adonis.    If that was so, there is more
truth than  has commonly been supposed in the reproach
cast by the Christian fathers that the Aphrodite worshipped

1  Josephus, Contra Apionem, i. 18,
ed.  B.  Niese j   Appian, Punua,   I ;
Virgil, Aen. i. 346 sq. ; Ovid, Fasti,
iii, 574; Justin, xviiL 4; Eustathius
on  Dionysius  Periegetes,   195   (Geo-
graphi Graeci Minores, ed. C. Miiller
Paris, 1882, ii. 250 sq.}.

2  Pumi-yathon, son of Milk-yathon,
is known from Phoenician inscriptions
found at Idalium.    See G. A, Cooke,
Text-book  of North-Semitic Inscrip-
tions^ Nos.   12 and  13,  pp.   55  sq.,
57 sq.    Coins inscribed with the name
of King Pumi-yathon are also in exist-
ence.    See G. F. Hill,  Catalogue of
the Greek Coins of Cyprus (London,
10,04), pp. xl. sq.) 21 sy.t pi. iv. 20-
24.     He  was deposed   by  Ptolemy

(Diodorus Siculus, xix. 79. 4). Most
probably he is the Pymaton of Citium
who purchased the kingdom from a
dissolute monarch named Pasicyprus
some time before the conquests of
Alexander (Athenaeus, iv. 63, p. 167).
In this passage of Athenaeus the name
Pymaton, which is found in the MSS.
and agrees closely with the PhoeniciaD
Pumi-yathon, ought not to be changed
into Pygmalion, as the latest editor
(G. Kaibel) has done.
3  G. A. Cooke, op. cit. p. 55, note1.
Mr.   Cooke   remarks  that  the   form
of the name (J^DJS instead of jn"Dfi)
must be due to Greek influence.
4  See above, p. 41.